“ MARITIME HISTORY REVIVED ”
PAINTING EXHIBITION
R ERELEL, IR

NOVEMBER 18-29th, 1992
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eter J. Sterkenburg was born in the centuries

old fishing port of Harlingen, which lies in the

northern part of The Netherlands, on 18-De-
cember 1955. During his childhood his favourite pas-

time was to sit at the harbour entrance every day to

watch ships pass by. At a young age he spent most of his
time drawing and he soon displayed a remarkable talent
in sketching pictures of sailing ships.

While he was in the military service his officers
quickly discovered his talents and commissioned him to
make military paintings on the walls of their officers
club. After this tour of army duty he made several study
trips to France and the United States.

During his stay in the United States, he became
fascinated by the paintings of Montague Dawson, a mari-
time painter which he admires very much. Like Dawson,
Sterkenburg has the same strong alliance with the sea.
His extraordinary ability to paint skies and water is so

advanced that it almost seems real. The livingroom of
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his small

hundreds of books from which he obtains the

house annex studio is littered with
details of the hulls and riggings of the ships which
he depicts in his maritime paintings.

However,  Sterkenburg does not copy. His
strength lies in his ability to paint old ships and
harbours as though he lived in that particular cen-
tury. This often requires days of study because he
wants to know exactly which buildings lined the
waterfront at that particular period of time and where
the sun used to rise or set in order to define the
angle of the light in his historical paintings.

But Peter Sterkenburg does not only paint
sailing vessels, although they are clearly his fa-
vourites. Oil-drilling platforms in the North Sea,

modern yachts, naval vessels, container ships and
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even jet-fighter planes flow out of his brush like
magic. Once he starts on a painting, he becomes
obsessed, working during daytime to create the
space which makes his paintings so unique and in
the evening to finalize the detailed riggings of his
ships.

Sterkenburg's works can be found in impor-
tant private collections and museums in the United
States and Europe. He also accepts commissions
and has painted many private yachts, merchant

vessels and other special assignments. It is the first

time that his paintings are exhibited in Asia.

All the paintings in the Exhibition are for sale.
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